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This project uses a multiethnic high school as a strategic case in which to investigate how youth handle everyday conflict amidst changes in criminal justice and school control policies.  Based on more than a decade of qualitative (ethnography, in-depth interviews, narratives and visual representations) and quantitative data (police call and demographic data), we find that students primarily handle conflict peacefully, but that policies (e.g., “safe schools” and “zero tolerance”) aimed at tight control of everyday youth activities and movements on campus can unintentionally increase the conditions for violent and racially-charged conflict.
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