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This project is, to our knowledge, the first survey in the United States to investigate how entrepreneurs and start-up companies use, and are affected by, the U.S. patent system. Funded by a grant from the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, the survey explores issues relating to patent prosecution, licensing, and litigation; the relationship between company structure, industry, and size and patenting strategy; views on patent reform; the effects of the patent system on the innovation process; the relative value of patents versus first-mover advantage, trade secrecy, and other forms of IP protection; and the use of non-proprietary approaches, such as open source software. The survey sample includes 12,000 early-stage and start-up companies in the biotech, medical device, IT/software/internet, and cleantech industries. Initial publications and a conference on the results are planned for 2009.
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