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This study examines how law and social inequality influence the dynamics of everyday school life in public, private, and charter high schools in California, New York, and North Carolina.  Focusing on three arenas of legal regulation that are central to schools – discipline, civil rights (including sexual harassment) and free speech – the study specifically examines: (1) how law matters in the everyday practices within and around schools; (2) how school actors (students, teachers, and administrators) understand and interpret law and rights in schools; and (3) when and how school actors mobilize (or do not mobilize) their legal rights.  We use surveys of students, teachers, and school administrators to examine, via multivariate analysis, the individual-level determinants of rights consciousness and legal mobilization in response to perceived rights violations in schools, and comparative ethnographic field data to tease out the interpretive and interactional mechanisms that help explain why and how these processes occur. 
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