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Engaging both law and society’s cultural study of law and legal consciousness, and the sociological study of social movements, this qualitative, empirical project aims to expand both scholarships’ empirical and theoretical knowledge on the role of law in social movements, and to enrich the sociological understanding of legal consciousness and legal power at a collective level in a non-Western-democratic society. It does so by investigating the gay movement in the postcolonial state of Singapore, and asking:

(i) How do individual activists of the gay movement in the non-Western-democratic state of Singapore interpret the law, and draw upon their experiences with the law, to formulate strategies and tactics, and to achieve collective goals of the movement? 

(ii) Given such a socio-political context, under what conditions and in what ways do the movement’s organizations deploy legal strategies and tactics? 

(iii) What is the relationship between such legal strategies and tactics and outcomes of the movement? 

Original data will be collected from intensive interviews, field observations, and primary documents. Snowball and purposive sampling will be utilized to recruit interview subjects and organizations for observation in a manner that achieves variation and range in organizational type, and strategies and tactics. Data will be coded, and analyzed using grounded theory construction supplemented by Qualitative Comparative Analysis.

