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This study aims to examine the historical lineage and operation of plea bargaining in historical Hawaii Courts during the Hawaiian Monarchy, territorial period, early statehood period, and beyond (1840s to 1990s).  Through examining criminal cases and exploring statistical trends in those cases via regression and descriptive statistics, with a particular emphasis on cases before the overthrow of the Hawaiian Monarchy in 1893, processed by the Kingdom’s circuit and supreme courts, we are looking to explore the development and operation of the plea bargaining system in Hawaii.  Thanks to the work of Professor Harry V. Ball and his team who coded probate, ejectment, civil, and criminal cases, we are able to explore the effects of gender, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status on plea bargaining as well as the operation and development of courts during the history and evolution of the Hawaiian Monarchy and beyond.
