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A collaboration of the International Human Rights Law Clinic and Human Rights Center, this project is the first systematic, empirical study to document the impact of U.S. policy on former Guantánamo detainees. This two-year study uses qualitative and quantitative methods to compile a comprehensive picture of this population, concentrating on their treatment in U.S. custody and the long-term impact of their detention on the detainees, their families, and their communities. The study compiled three sets of original data using both qualitative and quantitative methods in an effort to develop a comprehensive picture of life inside Guantánamo and the effect of incarceration on the lives of detainees and their families. The first data set consists of in-depth interviews with 62 former detainees living in nine countries. The second consists of in-depth interviews with 50 key informants, including U.S. government officials, representatives of nongovernmental organizations, attorneys representing detainees, and former U.S. military and civilian personnel who had been stationed in Guantánamo or Afghanistan. The third data set involves an analysis of 1,215 coded media reports concerning Guantánamo. The goal of this study is to promote the development and implementation of legal mechanisms, policies, and practices regarding detainees in the U.S. “War on Terror” that respect human rights while meeting the legitimate security needs of the United States. 
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