SOFT VENGEANCE

ALBLESSACHS AND THE NEW SOUTH AFRICA

AS ALBIE WAS RECOVERING IN A
HOSPITAL FROM THE CAR BOMB WHICH
COST HIM HIS RIGHT ARM AND HIS SIGHT
IN ONE EYE, HE RECEIVED A NOTE
READING: “DON'T WORRY, WE WILL
AVENGE YOU.” WHAT KIND OF COUNTRY
WOULD IT BE, HE WONDERED, IF IT ENDED
UP FILLED WITH PEOPLE WHO WERE
BLIND AND WITHOUT ARMS? BUT IF WE
ACHIEVE DEMOCRACY, FREEDOM AND
THE RULE OF LAW, HE SAID TO HIMSELF,
THAT WILL BE MY SOFT VENGEANCE.” AS
IT TURNED OUT, THE FIRST PHASE OF HIS
SOFT VENGEANCE STARTED WITH HIS
BECOMING ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL
ARCHITECTS OF SOUTH AFRICA’S NEW
NON-RACIAL, NON-SEXIST CONSTITUTION.
IT WENT ON TO INCLUDE HIS MEETING
THROUGH THE TRUTH AND
RECONCILIATION COMMISSION WITH THE
MAN WHO HAD ORGANIZED THE PLACING
OF THE BOMB IN HIS CAR, AND ENDED
WITH HIM BEING CHOSEN BY NELSON
MANDELA AS ONE OF THE FIRST ELEVEN
MEMBERS OF SOUTH AFRICA’S FIRST

CONSTITUTIONAL COURT.

BERKELEY LAW

DEAN'S DISTINGUISHED FILM SERIES

APRIL 9, 2015
5:30 TO 7:30 PM
BERKELEY LAW, BOOTH AUDITORIUM

Movie and Q&A with Albie Sachs and Abby Ginzberg!

SOFT VENGEANCE is a film about Albie Sachs, a lawyer, writer,
art lover and freedom fighter, set against the dramatic events
leading to the overthrow of the apartheid regime in South Africa.
Shining a spotlight on Albie’s story provides a prism through which
to view the challenges faced by those unable to tolerate a society
founded on principles of slavery and disempowerment of South
Africa’s majority black population. As a young man, Albie defended
those committed to ending apartheid in South Africa. For his actions
as a lawyer, he was imprisoned in solitary confinement in Cape
Town, tortured through sleep deprivation and forced into exile. In
1988 he was blown up by a car bomb set by the South African
security forces in Maputo, Mozambique, which cost him his right
arm and the sight of one eye, but miraculously he survived and after
a long year of rehabilitation in England, he recovered. Returning to
South Africa following the release of Nelson Mandela, Albie helped
write the new Constitution and was then appointed as one of the
first 11 judges to the new Constitutional Court, which for the past 20
years has been insuring that the rights of all South Africans are
afforded protection.

Please RSVP here:

https://berkeleylaw.wufoo.com/forms/soft-vengeance/
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