Annual Bales Trial Competition

Competition Rules and Procedures

Rules

1. Teams will consist of 2 people each. There will be a maximum 20 teams, or 40 participants. If more people demonstrate interest than there are spots, teams will be selected by lottery. There are no academic prerequisites to sign-up.

Only persons not already on a BoA trial team are eligible to participate. 

2. All participating teams are required to attend all lunchtime training presentations and the weekend workshop. Out of respect for the busy practicioners who are volunteering their time, please do not sign up for the competition unless you are sure you can attend all required events. 

They are scheduled tentatively as follows:  (Lunch will be served at all events!)

Opening Statement - Wednesday January 20th.
Direct Examination –Wednesday, January 27th.
Cross Examination – Wednesday, February 3rd.

Closing Argument – Wednesday, February 10th. 
3. The case will be People v. Simpson, a criminal case involving a second degree murder charge. All facts and materials necessary to try the case will be in the case file. No outside case law or research is permitted or allowed. No evidentiary issues are to be argued in the case. 

4. Each team will randomly be assigned to either prosecute or defend the case, and will have preparation period to prepare that side. Exact pairings will not be announced until the competition. 

5. The People will call Tracy Leduc and Sydney Lloyd. (any gender) The Defense calls the defendant, Homer Simpson (male). Teams are responsible for bringing and preparing the witnesses for their side. 

6. Scoring and time limits will be as follows: (100 possible points)

Opening Statements: 20 points  (8 minutes each side)

Direct Examinations: 20 points (10 minutes per direct)

Cross Examination: 20 points (8 minutes per cross)

Closing Argument: 30 points (8 minutes each side)

Overall presentation and polish: 10 points


A detailed scoring rubric will be provided prior to the competition. Witnesses are not scored, except for a penalty to the extent that they create unfair material facts. Each trial shall consist of a presiding judge (usually an outside practicioner) and a timekeeper (a BoA member). Both positions shall score. The winner is declared to be the team with the highest points. Scorekeepers are instructed not to score on the merits of the case. Team members will be asked to conclude their pieces when time has run.

7. Competition trials will occur the morning of February 20th. Rooms and exact times TBA. All competitors will be served lunch while scores are tabulated.

8. 4 teams will advance to a semi final round in the afternoon of the 20th. From there, two final teams will compete on the late afternoon/ evening of the 20th. We will have an awards presentation to honor the winner. 

9. Competition Jerome Price and Toni Camacho Please direct all questions to balestrialcompetition@gmail.com 

