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Why did Prop 8 succeed?  The Obama 
Effect?  Racial and ethnic minorities?  
Faith communities?  The No on 8 

campaign?  In Melissa Murray’s recent paper, Marriage 
Rights and Parental Rights: Parents, the State, and Propo-
sition 8, she argues that Prop 8's success largely was the re-
sult of a canny rhetorical strategy.  By analyzing commer-
cials aired on behalf of Prop 8, Professor Murray shows 
that instead of combating the view that same-sex mar-
riage is a civil rights issue, the Yes on 8 campaign re-
framed the debate to focus on individual rights, and spe-
cifically, parental rights.  How did they do it, and what 
does this rights rhetoric mean for future efforts to secure 
marriage equality?  Professor Murray's talk will include 
clips of "Yes on Prop 8" TV ads. 
 
Professor Murray’s paper is available upon request.  Please 
email aceja@law.berkeley.edu to request a copy.  
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