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Wood Tavern – 6317 College, Oakland (654-6607) – 
physically very good bar, mostly excellent 
bartenders, excellent food, excellent scene – so 
good it’s hard to get a seat before 9:30 PM 
 

Adesso -- 4395 Piedmont, Oakland (601-0305). 
Italian treats from the Dopo crew. Drinks and tapas 
are great; wonderfully lively scene. Crowded bar 
but seating spills over to the nearby tables. 
 

Mua -- 2442 Webster, Oakland (238-1100) terrific 
new trendy lounge, terrific food and more. From the 
Soizic people. looks like a former car body shop, 
very Brooklyn. Besides the bar try the restaurant in 
the back and the lounge upstairs. Open late. 
 

Garibaldis – 5356 College, Oakland (595-4000) – 
physically terrific bar and nice bar tables, good 
enough bartenders, excellent food, good scene 



Flora -- 1900 Telegraph (19th), Oakland (286-0100) 
Jazzy-look place from the Dona Tomas folks. Lively 
and noisy. Good food. Crowded but attractive bar. 
 

Townhouse – 5862 Doyle, Emeryville (652-6151) –
physically good bar, sometimes excellent 
bartenders, good food, very good scene, very 
crowded during prime times 
 

Sidebar -- 542 Grand, Oakland (452-9500). 
Comfortable food in a nice Lake Merritt locale by 
the former Zax people. Good bar scene. 
 

Cesar – 4039 Piedmont, Oakland (985-1200) – 
Lively.  Good food. Very noisy and crowded. We like 
this Cesar better than the one next to Chez Panisse. 
 

A Cote – 5478 College, Oakland (655-6469) – 

physically crowded bar, mixed bartenders, good 
food, very noisy scene – better to have tapas at a 
table if you can get one 
 

Oliveto (downstairs) – 5655 College, Oakland (547-
5356) –very small bar, good bartenders, good food, 
modest scene 
 

Eccolo – 1820 Fourth St., Berkeley (644-0444) –
physically terrific bar, good bartender, excellent 
food, quiet 

 
Bucci – 6121 Hollis, Emeryville (547-4725) –
physically good bar, good bartender, good food, OK 
scene 
 
Barlata -- 4901 Telegraph, Oakland (450-0678) 
Spanish Tapas in a lively setting. Tasty food, nice 
service. Nice bar. 
 

Paragon – in the Claremont Hotel (549-8585) –
physically very attractive bar, good bartenders, so-
so food, very popular and lively scene, can be very 
crowded, open late! 



Café Rouge –1782 Fourth St., Berkeley (525-1440)  
– physically fabulous bar, good enough bartender, 
good food, very good and popular bar scene, very 
crowded during prime times 
 

Franklin Square Wine Bar -- 2212 Broadway 
(22nd), Oakland (251-0100) Very small and 
reasonably attractive wine bar with a modest menu 
of tasty items. 

 
Ozumo -- 2251 Broadway, Oakland (286-9866). Hot 
bar scene with mixed views of the the Japanese food, 
a SF spin-off. 
 

Soizic – 300 Broadway, Oakland (251-8100) – very 
good food, physically appealing small bar  
 

Citron – 5484 College, Oakland (653-5484) – very 
small bar and nice bar tables, friendly bartenders, 
excellent food, quiet 
 

Mezze – 3407 Lakeshore Ave, Oakland (663-2500) – 
good food, physically OK bar but haven’t sat at it 
 

B – 499 9th Street, Oakland (251-8770) – physically 
OK bar, OK bartenders, OK food, not much of a 
scene 
 

Montclair Bistro – 6118 Medau Place, Oakland 
(482-8282) – physically small OK bar, OK bartender, 
OK food, not much a scene 

 
Somerset – 5912 College, Oakland (428-1823) – 
physically OK bar, inexperienced bartenders, OK 
food, OK scene 
 

Fonda –1501 Solano, Albany (559-9006) – Loved by 
many locals, not especially by us 
 

Liaison – 1849 Shattuck, Berkeley (849-2155) – not 
really recommended because, on our one try some 



time ago, there was a trash-filled view from the bar 
stools, but food is fine; not a scene 

 
We welcome your additions and preferences. Email 
us:  sugarman@lberkeley.edu 

 


