
No resolution to death penalty dispute :: WRAL.com http://www.wral.com/news/state/story/3748450/

1 of 3 10/30/08 11:11 AM

 Related Links

The Death Penalty Across the U.S.

 Related Stories

WRAL.com archive: Death penalty dispute

Supreme Court to rule on death penalty dispute

 On The Web

Death Penalty Information Center

 Site Search

 

No resolution to death 
penalty dispute
Posted: Oct. 16, 2008 

RALEIGH, N.C . — Three hours of t estimony
Thursday pro duced no resolution to a dispute
over the how  the state executes inmates.

Lawyers for death row inmates an d the state
argued over the execution protoc ol approved
the Council of State. Attorneys for the inmates
contend the council, which is ma de up of Gov.
Mike Easley and eight other elec ted state
officials, s houldn't have approv ed a protocol for
lethal injec tion.

Administrati ve Law Judge Fred Mo rrison Jr.
ruled the me thod for executing i nmates didn't
ensure they wouldn't feel pain, and he ordered
the council to revise the protoc ol. The council
refused to d o so.

Attorneys fo r the state maintain  Morrison didn't
have jurisdi ction over the case,  so Superior Court J udge Donald Stephens  said he would
rule on the merits of whether in mates – or anyone – has the right to cha llenge how the
Council of S tate operates.

But Stephens  said he wouldn't he ar the case until af ter the state Suprem e Court rules on a
separate dis pute involving the d eath penalty.

That case, w hich Stephens handle d last year, revolve s around a North Car olina Medical
Board policy  that threatens to d iscipline any doctor  who participates in  an execution.

The high cou rt is scheduled to h ear arguments in tha t case on Nov. 18.

The two cour t cases have created  a de facto moratori um on the death pena lty in the state.
North Caroli na hasn't executed a n inmate since Augus t 2006.

Reporter: Stacy Davis
Web Editor: Matthew Burns

Copyright 2008 by WRAL.com and the Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed.
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