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3 The USA ratified Protocol I with the following understandings: The provisions of the
treaty do not affect the exclusive power and legal competence under international law of a
state adhering to this Protocol to grant or deny transit and transport privileges to its own or
any other vessels or aircraft irrespective of cargo or armaments; the provisions do not affect
rights under international law of a state adhering to this protocol regarding the exercise of the
freedom of the seas, or regarding passage through or over waters subject to the sovereignty of
a state. The declarations attached by the USA to its ratification of Protocol II apply also to
Protocol I.

4 China declared that it will never send its means of transportation and delivery carrying
nuclear weapons to cross the territory, territorial sea or airspace of Latin American countries.

5 France stated that it interprets the undertaking contained in Article 3 of Protocol II to
mean that it presents no obstacle to the full exercise of the right of self-defence enshrined in
Article 51 of the UN Charter; it takes note of the interpretation by the Preparatory
Commission for the Denuclearization of Latin America according to which the treaty does not
apply to transit, the granting or denying of which lies within the exclusive competence of
each state party in accordance with international law. In 1974, France made a supplementary
statement to the effect that it was prepared to consider its obligations under Protocol II as
applying not only to the signatories of the treaty, but also to the territories for which the
statute of denuclearization was in force in conformity with Protocol I.

6 On signing an ratifying Protocol II, the USSR stated that it assumed that the effect of
Article 1 of the treaty extends to any nuclear explosive device and that, accordingly, the
carrying out by any party of nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes would be a violation of
its obligations under Article 1 and would be incompatible with its non-nuclear weapon status.
For states parties to the treaty, a solution to the problem of peaceful nuclear explosions can be
found in accordance with the provisions of Article V of the NPT and within the framework of
the international procedures of the IAEA. It declared that authorizing the transit of nuclear
weapons in any form would be contrary to the objectives of the treaty.

  Any actions undertaken by a state or states parties to the treaty which are not compatible
with their non-nuclear weapon status, and also the commission by one or more states parties
to the treaty of an act of aggression with the support of a state which is in possession of
nuclear weapons or together with such a state, will be regarded by the USSR as incompatible
with the obligations of those countries under the treaty. In such cases it would reserve the
right to reconsider its obligations under Protocol II. It further reserves the right to reconsider
its attitude to this protocol in the event of any actions on the part of other states possessing
nuclear weapons which are incompatible with their obligations under the said protocol.

7 The USA signed and ratified Protocol II with the following declarations and
understandings: Each of the parties retains exclusive power and legal competence, to grant or
deny non-parties transit and transport privileges. As regards the undertaking not to use or
threaten to use nuclear weapons against the parties, the USA would consider that an armed
attack by a party, in which it was assisted by a nuclear weapon state, would be incompatible
with the treaty.

UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 255 ON
SECURITY ASSURANCES TO NON-NUCLEAR-WEAPON STATES

Adopted at New York on 19 June 1968

The Security Council,
Noting with appreciation the desire of a large number of States to subscribe to the

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and thereby to undertake not
to receive the transfer from any transferor whatsoever of nuclear weapons or other
nuclear explosive devices or of control over such weapons or explosive devices
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directly or indirectly, not to manufacture or otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or
other nuclear explosive devices, and not to seek or receive any assistance in the
manufacture of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices,

Taking into consideration the concern of certain of these States that, in conjunc-
tion with their adherence to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, appropriate measures be undertaken to safeguard their security,

Bearing in mind that any aggression accompanied by the use of nuclear weapons
would endanger the peace and security of all States,

1. Recognizes that aggression with nuclear weapons or the threat of such aggres-
sion against a non-nuclear-weapon State would create a situation in which the
Security Council, and above all its nuclear-weapon State permanent members, would
have to act immediately in accordance with their obligations under the United
Nations Charter;

2. Welcomes the intention expressed by certain States that they will provide or
support immediate assistance, in accordance with the Charter, to any non-nuclear-
weapon State Party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons that
is a victim of an act or an object of a threat of aggression in which nuclear weapons
are used;

3. Reaffirms in particular the inherent right, recognized under Article 51 of the
Charter, of individual and collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a
Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council has taken measures neces-
sary to maintain international peace and security.

                  

Source: United Nations document S/RES/255, 19 June 1968

Adopted by a vote of 10 to 0 with 5 abstentions (Algeria, Brazil, France, India and
Pakistan)

TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS
(NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY, NPT)

Opened for signature at London, Moscow and Washington, DC, on 1 July 1968
Entered into force on 5 March 1970
Depositaries: UK, US and Russian governments

The States concluding this Treaty, hereinafter referred to as the “Parties to the
Treaty”,

Considering the devastation that would be visited upon all mankind by a nuclear
war and the consequent need to make every effort to avert the danger of such a war
and to take measures to safeguard the security of peoples,

Believing that the proliferation of nuclear weapons would seriously enhance the
danger of nuclear war,

In conformity with resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly calling for
the conclusion of an agreement on the prevention of wider dissemination of nuclear
weapons,


