STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

Opened for signature at New York on 26 October 1956
Entered into force on 29 July 1957
Depositary: US government

Article II. Objectives

The Agency shall seek to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic energy
to peace, health and prosperity throughout the world. It shall ensure, so far as it is
able, that assistance provided by it or at its request or under its supervision or control
is not used in such a way as to further any military purpose.

Article III. Functions
A. The Agency is authorized:

5. To establish and administer safeguards designed to ensure that special fission-
able and other materials, services, equipment, facilities, and information made avail-
able by the Agency or at its request or under its supervision or control are not used
in such a way as to further any military purpose; and to apply safeguards, at the
request of the parties, to any bilateral or multilateral arrangement, or at the request of
a State, to any of that State’s activities in the field of atomic energy;

Article XII. Agency safeguards

A. With respect to any Agency project, or other arrangement where the Agency is
requested by the parties concerned to apply safeguards, the Agency shall have the
following rights and responsibilities to the extent relevant to the project or arrange-
ment:
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1. To examine the design of specialized equipment and facilities, including
nuclear reactors, and to approve it only from the view-point of assuring that it will
not further any military purpose, that it complies with applicable health and safety
standards, and that it will permit effective application of the safeguards provided for
in this article;

2. To require the observance of any health and safety measures prescribed by the
Agency;

3. To require the maintenance and production of operating records to assist in
ensuring accountability for source and special fissionable materials used or produced
in the project or arrangement;

4. To call for and receive progress reports;

5. To approve the means to be used for the chemical processing of irradiated
materials solely to ensure that this chemical processing will not lend itself to diver-
sion of materials for military purposes and will comply with applicable health and
safety standards; to require that special fissionable materials recovered or produced
as a by-product be used for peaceful purposes under continuing Agency safeguards
for research or in reactors, existing or under construction, specified by the member
or members concerned; and to require deposit with the Agency of any excess of any
special fissionable materials recovered or produced as a by-product over what is
needed for the above-stated uses in order to prevent stockpiling of these materials,
provided that thereafter at the request of the member or members concerned special
fissionable materials so deposited with the Agency shall be returned promptly to the
member or members concerned for use under the same provisions as stated above;

6. To send into the territory of the recipient State or States inspectors, designated
by the Agency after consultation with the State or States concerned, who shall have
access at all times to all places and data and to any person who by reason of his
occupation deals with materials, equipment, or facilities which are required by this
Statute to be safeguarded, as necessary to account for source and special fissionable
materials supplied and fissionable products and to determine whether there is com-
pliance with the undertaking against use in furtherance of any military purpose
referred to in sub-paragraph F-4 of article XI, with the health and safety measures
referred to in sub-paragraph A-2 of this article, and with any other conditions pre-
scribed in the agreement between the Agency and the State or States concerned.
Inspectors designated by the Agency shall be accompanied by representatives of the
authorities of the State concerned, if that State so requests, provided that the inspec-
tors shall not thereby be delayed or otherwise impeded in the exercise of their func-
tions;

7. In the event of non-compliance and failure by the recipient State or States to
take requested corrective steps within a reasonable time, to suspend or terminate
assistance and withdraw any materials and equipment made available by the Agency
or a member in furtherance of the project.

B. The Agency shall, as necessary, establish a staff of inspectors. The Staff of
inspectors shall have the responsibility of examining all operations conducted by the
Agency itself to determine whether the Agency is complying with the health and
safety measures prescribed by it for application to projects subject to its approval,
supervision or control, and whether the Agency is taking adequate measures to pre-
vent the source and special fissionable materials in its custody or used or produced
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in its own operations from being used in furtherance of any military purpose. The
Agency shall take remedial action forthwith to correct any non-compliance or failure
to take adequate measures.

C. ... The inspectors shall report any non-compliance to the Director General
who shall thereupon transmit the report to the Board of Governors. The Board shall
call upon the recipient State or States to remedy forthwith any non-compliance
which it finds to have occurred. The Board shall report the non-compliance to all
members and to the Security Council and General Assembly of the United Nations.
In the event of failure of the recipient State or States to take fully corrective action
within a reasonable time, the Board may take one or both of the following measures:
direct curtailment or suspension of assistance being provided by the Agency or by a
member, and call for the return of materials and equipment made available to the
recipient member or group of members. The Agency may also, in accordance with
article XIX, suspend any non-complying member from the exercise of the privileges
and rights of membership.

Article XVIII. Amendments and withdrawals

E. Withdrawal by a member from the Agency shall not affect its contractual obli-
gations entered into pursuant to article XI or its budgetary obligations for the year in
which it withdraws.

Article XX. Definitions

As used in this Statute:

1. The term “special fissionable material” means plutonium-239; uranium-233;
uranium enriched in the isotopes 235 or 233; any material containing one or more of
the foregoing; and such other fissionable material as the Board of Governors shall
from time to time determine; but the term “special fissionable material” does not
include source material.

2. The term “uranium enriched in the isotopes 235 or 233” means uranium con-
taining the isotopes 235 or 233 or both in an amount such that the abundance ratio of
the sum of these isotopes to the isotope 238 is greater than the ratio of the isotope
235 to the isotope 238 occurring in nature.

3. The term “source material” means uranium containing the mixture of isotopes
occurring in nature, uranium depleted in the isotope 235; thorium; any of the fore-
going in the form of metal, alloy, chemical compound, or concentrate; any other
material containing one or more of the foregoing in such concentration as the Board
of Governors shall from time to time determine; and such other material as the
Board of Governors shall from time to time determine.

Article XXI. Signature, acceptance, and entry into force

B. The signatory States shall become parties to this Statute by deposit of an
instrument of ratification.
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E. This Statute, apart from the Annex, shall come into force when eighteen States
have deposited instruments of ratification in accordance with paragraph B of this
article, provided that such eighteen States shall include at least three of the following
States: Canada, France, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United States of America.
Instruments of ratification and instruments of acceptance deposited thereafter shall
take effect on the date of their receipt.

Source: Statute, as amended up to 28 December 1989 (International Atomic Energy
Agency: Vienna, June 1990)

Members of the IAEA as of 15 April 2002: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria,
Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belarus,
Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, China,
Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia,
Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Salvador, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana,
Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Korea (South),
Kuwait, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Macedonia (Former Yugoslav Republic of), Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta,
Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco,
Myanmar (Burma), Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia,
Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria,
Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, UK, Ukraine, United
Arab Emirates, Uruguay, USA, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Note: North Korea was a member of the IAEA until September 1994.



