GENEVA CONVENTION (IV) RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION OF
CIVILIAN PERSONS IN TIME OF WAR

Signed at Geneva on 12 August 1949
Entered into force on 21 October 1950
Depositary: Swiss Federal Council

PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for the
present Convention in all circumstances.
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Article 2

In addition to the provisions which shall be implemented in peacetime, the present
Convention shall apply to all cases of declared war or of any other armed conflict
which may arise between two or more of the High Contracting Parties, even if the
state of war is not recognized by one of them.

The Convention shall also apply to all cases of partial or total occupation of the
territory of a High Contracting Party, even if the said occupation meets with no
armed resistance.

Although one of the Powers in conflict may not be a party to the present Conven-
tion, the Powers who are parties thereto shall remain bound by it in their mutual rela-
tions. They shall furthermore be bound by the Convention in relation to the said
Power, if the latter accepts and applies the provisions thereof.

Article 3

In the case of armed conflict not of an international character occurring in the ter-
ritory of one of the High Contracting Parties, each Party to the conflict shall be
bound to apply, as a minimum, the following provisions:

1. Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members of armed
forces who have laid down their arms and those placed hors de combat by sickness,
wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances be treated
humanely, without any adverse distinction founded on race, colour, religion or faith,
sex, birth or wealth, or any other similar criteria.

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in
any place whatsoever with respect to the above-mentioned persons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel
treatment and torture;

(b) taking of hostages;

(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treat-
ment;

(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without previous
judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted court, affording all the judicial
guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples.

2. The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for.

An impartial humanitarian body, such as the International Committee of the Red
Cross, may offer its services to the Parties to the conflict.

The Parties to the conflict should further endeavour to bring into force, by means
of special agreements, all or part of the other provisions of the present Convention.

The application of the preceding provisions shall not affect the legal status of the
Parties to the conflict.

Article 4

Persons protected by the Convention are those who, at a given moment and in any
manner whatsoever, find themselves, in case of a conflict or occupation, in the hands
of a Party to the conflict or Occupying Power of which they are not nationals.

Nationals of a State which is not bound by the Convention are not protected by it.
Nationals of a neutral State who find themselves in the territory of a belligerent State
and nationals of a co-belligerent State, shall not be regarded as protected persons
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while the State of which they are nationals has normal diplomatic representation in
the State in whose hands they are.

The provisions of Part II are, however wider in application, as defined in
Article 13.

Persons protected by the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condi-
tion of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field of August 12, 1949, or
by the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick
and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea of August 12, 1949, or by the
Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of August 12,
1949, shall not be considered as protected persons within the meaning of the present
Convention.

PART II. GENERAL PROTECTION OF POPULATIONS AGAINST CERTAIN
CONSEQUENCES OF WAR

Article 13

The provisions of Part II cover the whole of the populations of the countries in
conflict, without any adverse distinction based, in particular, on race, nationality,
religion or political opinion, and are intended to alleviate the sufferings caused by
war.

Article 14

In time of peace, the High Contracting Parties and, after the outbreak of hostilities
the Parties thereto, may establish in their own territory and, if the need arises, in
occupied areas, hospital and safety zones and localities so organized as to protect
from the effects of war, wounded, sick and aged persons, children under fifteen,
expectant mothers and mothers of children under seven.

Upon the outbreak and during the course of hostilities, the Parties concerned may
conclude agreements on mutual recognition of the zones and localities they have
created. They may for this purpose implement the provisions of the Draft Agreement
annexed to the present Convention, with such amendments as they may consider
necessary.

The Protecting Powers and the International Committee of the Red Cross are
invited to lend their good offices in order to facilitate the institution and recognition
of these hospital and safety zones and localities.

Article 15

Any Party to the conflict may, either direct or through a neutral State or some
humanitarian organization, propose to the adverse Party to establish, in the regions
where fighting is taking place, neutralized zones intended to shelter from the effects
of war the following persons, without distinction:

(a) wounded and sick combatants or non-combatants;

(b) civilian persons who take no part in hostilities, and who, while they reside in
the zones, perform no work of a military character.

When the Parties concerned have agreed upon the geographical position, adminis-
tration, food supply and supervision of the proposed neutralized zone, a written
agreement shall be concluded and signed by the representatives of the Parties to the
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conflict. The agreement shall fix the beginning and the duration of the neutralization
of the zone.

Article 16

The wounded and sick, as well as the infirm, and expectant mothers, shall be the
object of particular protection and respect.

As far as military considerations allow, each Party to the conflict shall facilitate
the steps taken to search for the killed and wounded, to assist the shipwrecked and
other persons exposed to grave danger, and to protect them against pillage and ill-
treatment.

Article 17

The Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to conclude local agreements for the
removal from besieged or encircled areas, of wounded, sick, infirm, and aged per-
sons, children and maternity cases, and for the passage of ministers of all religions,
medical personnel and medical equipment on their way to such areas.

Article 18

Civilian hospitals organized to give care to the wounded and sick, the infirm and
maternity cases, may in no circumstances be the object of attack, but shall at all
times be respected and protected by the Parties to the conflict.

States which are Parties to a conflict shall provide all civilian hospitals with certif-
icates showing that they are civilian hospitals and that the buildings which they
occupy are not used for any purpose which would deprive these hospitals of protec-
tion in accordance with Article 19.

Civilian hospitals shall be marked by means of the emblem provided for in
Article 38 of the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the
Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field of August 12, 1949, but only if so
authorized by the State.

The Parties to the conflict shall, in so far as military considerations permit, take
the necessary steps to make the distinctive emblems indicating civilian hospitals
clearly visible to the enemy land, air and naval forces in order to obviate the possi-
bility of any hostile action.

In view of the dangers to which hospitals may be exposed by being close to mili-
tary objectives it is recommended that such hospitals be situated as far as possible
from such objectives.

Article 19

The protection to which civilian hospitals are entitled shall not cease unless they
are used to commit, outside their humanitarian duties, acts harmful to the enemy.
Protection may, however, cease only after due warning has been given, naming, in
all appropriate cases, a reasonable time limit, and after such warning has remained
unheeded.

The fact that sick or wounded members of the armed forces are nursed in these
hospitals, or the presence of small arms and ammunition taken from such combat-
ants and not yet handed to the proper service, shall not be considered to be acts
harmful to the enemy.
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Article 20

Persons regularly and solely engaged in the operation and administration of civil-
ian hospitals, including the personnel engaged in the search for, removal and trans-
porting of and caring for wounded and sick civilians, the infirm and maternity cases,
shall be respected and protected.

In occupied territory and in zones of military operations, the above personnel shall
be recognizable by means of an identity card certifying their status, bearing the pho-
tograph of the holder and embossed with the stamp of the responsible authority, and
also by means of a stamped, water-resistant armlet which they shall wear on the left
arm while carrying out their duties. This armlet shall be issued by the State and shall
bear the emblem provided for in Article 38 of the Geneva Convention for the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the
Field of August 12, 1949.

Other personnel who are engaged in the operation and administration of civilian
hospitals shall be entitled to respect and protection and to wear the armlet, as pro-
vided in and under the conditions prescribed in this Article, while they are employed
on such duties. The identity card shall state the duties on which they are employed.

The management of each hospital shall at all times hold at the disposal of the
competent national or occupying authorities an up-to-date list of such personnel.

Article 21

Convoys of vehicles or hospital trains on land or specially provided vessels on
sea, conveying wounded and sick civilians, the infirm and maternity cases, shall be
respected and protected in the same manner as the hospitals provided for in
Article 18, and shall be marked, with the consent of the State, by the display of the
distinctive emblem provided for in Article 38 of the Geneva Convention for the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the
Field of August 12, 1949.

Article 22

Aircraft exclusively employed for the removal of wounded and sick civilians, the
infirm and maternity cases, or for the transport of medical personnel and equipment
shall not be attacked, but shall be respected while flying at heights, times and on
routes specifically agreed upon between all the Parties to the conflict concerned.

They may be marked with the distinctive emblem provided for in Article 38 of the
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick
in Armed Forces in the Field of August 12, 1949.

Unless agreed otherwise, flights over enemy or enemy-occupied territory are pro-
hibited.

Such aircraft shall obey every summons to land. In the event of a landing thus
imposed, the aircraft with its occupants may continue its flight after examination, if
any.



POST-WORLD WAR II AGREEMENTS 53

PART IV. EXECUTION OF THE CONVENTION

Article 146

The High Contracting Parties undertake to enact any legislation necessary to pro-
vide effective penal sanctions for persons committing, or ordering to be committed,
any of the grave breaches of the present Convention defined in the following Article.

Each High Contracting Party shall be under the obligation to search for persons
alleged to have committed, or to have ordered to be committed, such grave breaches,
and shall bring such persons, regardless of their nationality, before its own courts. It
may also, if it prefers, and in accordance with the provisions of its own legislation,
hand such persons over for trial to another High Contracting Party concerned, pro-
vided such High Contracting Party has made out a prima facie case.

Each High Contracting Party shall take measures necessary for the suppression of
all acts contrary to the provisions of the present Convention other than the grave
breaches defined in the following Article.

In all circumstances, the accused persons shall benefit by safeguards of proper
trial and defence, which shall not be less favourable than those provided by
Article 105 and those following of the Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment
of Prisoners of War of August 12, 1949.

Article 147

Grave breaches to which the preceding Article relates shall be those involving any
of the following acts, if committed against persons or property protected by the
present Convention: wilful killing, torture or inhuman treatment, including biologi-
cal experiments, wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health,
unlawful deportation or transfer or unlawful confinement of a protected person,
compelling a protected person to serve in the forces of a hostile Power, or wilfully
depriving a protected person of the rights of fair and regular trial prescribed in the
present Convention, taking of hostages and extensive destruction and appropriation
of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wan-
tonly.

Article 148

No High Contracting Party shall be allowed to absolve itself or any other High
Contracting Party of any liability incurred by itself or by another High Contracting
Party in respect of breaches referred to in the preceding Article.

Article 149

At the request of a Party to the conflict, an enquiry shall be instituted, in a manner
to be decided between the interested Parties, concerning any alleged violation of the
Convention.

If agreement has not been reached concerning the procedure for the enquiry, the
Parties should agree on the choice of an umpire who will decide upon the procedure
to be followed.

Once the violation has been established, the Parties to the conflict shall put an end
to it and shall repress it with the least possible delay.
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Article 153

The present Convention shall come into force six months after not less than two
instruments of ratification have been deposited.

Thereafter, it shall come into force for each High Contracting Party six months
after the deposit of the instrument of ratification.

Article 154

In the relations between the Powers who are bound by The Hague Conventions
respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land, whether that of July 29, 1899, or
that of October 18, 1907, and who are parties to the present Convention, this last
Convention shall be supplementary to Sections II and III of the Regulations annexed
to the above mentioned Conventions of The Hague.

Article 155

From the date of its coming into force, it shall be open to any Power in whose
name the present Convention has not been signed, to accede to this Convention.

Article 156

Accessions shall be notified in writing to the Swiss Federal Council, and shall take
effect six months after the date on which they are received.

Article 157

The situations provided for in Articles 2 and 3 shall give immediate effect to rati-
fications deposited and accessions notified by the Parties to the conflict before or
after the beginning of hostilities or occupation. The Swiss Federal Council shall
communicate by the quickest method any ratifications or accessions received from
Parties to the conflict.

Article 158

Each of the High Contracting Parties shall be at liberty to denounce the present
Convention.

The denunciation shall be notified in writing to the Swiss Federal Council, which
shall transmit it to the Governments of all the High Contracting Parties.

The denunciation shall take effect one year after the notification thereof has been
made to the Swiss Federal Council. However, a denunciation of which notification
has been made at a time when the denouncing Power is involved in a conflict shall
not take effect until peace has been concluded, and until after operations connected
with the release, repatriation and re-establishment of the persons protected by the
present Convention have been terminated.

The denunciation shall have effect only in respect of the denouncing Power. It
shall in no way impair the obligations which the Parties to the conflict shall remain
bound to fulfil by virtue of the principles of the law of nations, as they result from
the usages established among civilized peoples, from the laws of humanity and the
dictates of the public conscience.

Source: Treaty Series, vol. 75 (1950) (United Nations: New York)
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Parties to Geneva Convention IV as of 15 April 2002: Afghanistan, Albania*,
Algeria, Andorra, Angola*, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia®,
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados*, Belarus*, Belgium,
Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria*, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada,
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China*, Colombia, Comoros,
Congo (Democratic Republic of), Congo (Republic of), Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire,
Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic*, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany®*, Ghana,
Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau*, Guyana, Haiti, Holy See,
Honduras, Hungary*, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran*, Iraq, Ireland, Israel*, Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Korea (North)*, Korea
(South)*, Kuwait*, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia (Former Yugoslav Republic of)*,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Micronesia, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique,
Myanmar (Burma), Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan*, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Poland*, Portugal*, Qatar, Romania*, Russia*, Rwanda, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa (Western),
San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore*, Slovakia*, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname*, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajik-
istan, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, UK, Ukraine*, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay*,
USA*, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam*, Yemen*, Yugoslavia®*,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

* With reservation and/or declaration

In 1989 the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) informed the depositary that it
had decided to adhere to the four Geneva Conventions and the two Protocols of
1977.

Geneva Convention (IV) was worked out at the Diplomatic Conference held from

21 April to 12 August 1949. Other conventions adopted at the same time:

Convention (I) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in
Armed Forces in the Field.

Convention (II) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded, Sick and
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea.

Convention (III) Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War.

See also 1977 Protocols I and II.




