CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION AND PUNISHMENT OF THE
CRIME OF GENOCIDE (GENOCIDE CONVENTION)

Adopted at Paris by the UN General Assembly on 9 December 1948
Entered into force on 12 January 1951
Depositary: UN Secretary-General

The Contracting Parties,

Having considered the declaration made by the General Assembly of the United
Nations in its resolution 96 (1) dated 11 December 1946 that genocide is a crime
under international law, contrary to the spirit and aims of the United Nations and
condemned by the civilized world;

Recognizing that at all periods of history genocide has inflicted great losses on
humanity; and

Being convinced that, in order to liberate mankind from such an odious scourge,
international co-operation is required,

Hereby agree as hereinafter provided:

Article 1

The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whether committed in time of
peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law which they undertake to
prevent and to punish.
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Article 11

In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed
with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious
group, as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

(¢) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about
its physical destruction in whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Article 111

The following acts shall be punishable:

(a) Genocide;

(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide;

(¢) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide;
(d) Attempt to commit genocide;

(e) Complicity in genocide.

Article IV

Persons committing genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in article III
shall be punished, whether they are constitutionally responsible rulers, public offi-
cials or private individuals.

Article V

The Contracting Parties undertake to enact, in accordance with their respective
Constitutions, the necessary legislation to give effect to the provisions of the present
Convention and, in particular, to provide effective penalties for persons guilty of
genocide or of any of the other acts enumerated in article II1.

Article VI

Persons charged with genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in article I1I
shall be tried by a competent tribunal of the State in the territory of which the act
was committed, or by such international penal tribunal as may have jurisdiction with
respect to those Contracting Parties which shall have accepted its jurisdiction.

Article VII

Genocide and the other acts enumerated in article III shall not be considered as
political crimes for the purpose of extradition.

The Contracting Parties pledge themselves in such cases to grant extradition in
accordance with their laws and treaties in force.

Article VIII

Any Contracting Party may call upon the competent organs of the United Nations
to take such action under the Charter of the United Nations as they consider appro-
priate for the prevention and suppression of acts of genocide or any of the other acts
enumerated in article III.
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Article IX

Disputes between the Contracting Parties relating to the interpretation, application
or fulfilment of the present Convention, including those relating to the responsibility
of a State for genocide or for any of the other acts enumerated in article 111, shall be
submitted to the International Court of Justice at the request of any of the parties to
the dispute.

Article XI

The present Convention shall be open until 31 December 1949 for signature on
behalf of any Member of the United Nations and of any non-member State to which
an invitation to sign has been addressed by the General Assembly.

The present Convention shall be ratified, and the instruments of ratification shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

After 1 January 1950 the present Convention may be acceded to on behalf of any
Member of the United Nations and of any non-member State which has received an
invitation as aforesaid.

Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

Article XIII

The present Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day following the
date of deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession.

Any ratification or accession effected subsequent to the latter date shall become
effective on the ninetieth day following the deposit of the instrument of ratification
or accession.

Article XIV

The present Convention shall remain in effect for a period of ten years as from the
date of its coming into force.

It shall thereafter remain in force for successive periods of five years for such
Contracting Parties as have not denounced it at least six months before the expira-
tion of the current period.

Denunciation shall be effected by a written notification addressed to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

Article XV

If, as a result of denunciations, the number of Parties to the present Convention
should become less than sixteen, the Convention shall cease to be in force as from
the date on which the last of these denunciations shall become effective.

Article XVI

A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any time by
any Contracting Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the
Secretary-General.

The General Assembly shall decide upon the steps, if any, to be taken in respect of
such request.
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Article XIX

The present Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations on the date of its coming into force.

Source: Treaty Series, vol. 78 (1951) (United Nations: New York,)

Parties to the Genocide Convention as of 15 April 2002: Afghanistan, Albania*,
Algeria*, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina*, Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain*, Bangladesh*, Barbados, Belarus*, Belgium,
Belize, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria*, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cambodia, Canada, Chile, China*, Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of),
Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland*, France, Gabon,
Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary*, Iceland, India*, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Korea (North), Korea (South), Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Latvia,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Macedonia (Former Yugoslav Republic of), Malaysia*, Maldives, Mali, Mexico,
Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia*, Morocco*, Mozambique, Myanmar (Burma)¥*,
Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panama,
Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines*, Poland*, Portugal*, Romania*,
Russia*, Rwanda*, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sey-
chelles, Singapore*, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain*, Sri Lanka, Sweden,
Switzerland, Syria, Tanzania, Togo, Tonga, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, UK,
Ukraine*, Uruguay, USA*, Uzbekistan, Venezuela*, Viet Nam*, Yemen*, Yugo-
slavia, Zimbabwe

Signed but not ratified: Bolivia, Dominican Republic

* With reservation and/or declaration upon ratification, accession or succession
regarding mainly the procedure for the settlement of disputes and the applicability of
the Convention to non-self-governing territories; most reservations were objected to.




