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Post-World War II Agreements

CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Signed at San Francisco, California, on 26 June 1945
Entered into force on 24 October 1945
Depositary: US government

. . .

Chapter I
PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES

Article 1
The Purposes of the United Nations are:
1. To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take effective

collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the pace, and for the
suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to bring about
by peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and international
law, adjustment or settlement of international disputes or situations which might lead
to a breach of the peace;

. . .

Article 2
. . .
4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use

of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in
any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.

5. All Members shall give the United Nations every assistance in any action it
takes in accordance with the present Charter, and shall refrain from giving assistance
to any state against which the United Nations is taking preventive or enforcement
action.

. . .

Chapter IV
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

. . .

Article 11
1. The General Assembly may consider the general principles of cooperation in

the maintenance of international peace and security, including the principles govern-
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ing disarmament and the regulation of armaments, and may make recommendations
with regard to such principles to the Members or to the Security Council or to both.

. . .

Chapter V
THE SECURITY COUNCIL

. . .

Article 26
In order to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and

security with the least diversion for armaments of the world’s human and economic
resources the Security Council shall be responsible for formulating, with the assis-
tance of the Military Staff Committee referred to in Article 47, plans to be submitted
to the Members of the United Nations for the establishment of a system for the regu-
lation of armaments.

. . .

Chapter VII
ACTION WITH RESPECT TO THREATS TO THE PEACE, BREACHES OF
THE PEACE, AND ACTS OF AGGRESSION

Article 39
The Security Council shall determine the existence of any threat to the peace,

breach of the peace, or act of aggression and shall make recommendations, or decide
what measures shall be taken in accordance with Articles 41 and 42, to maintain or
restore international peace and security.

. . .

Article 41
The Security Council may decide what measures not involving the use of armed

force are to be employed to give effect to its decisions, and it may call upon the
Members of the United Nations to apply such measures. These may include com-
plete or partial interruption of economic relations and of rail, sea, air, postal, tele-
graphic, radio, and other means of communications, and the severance of diplomatic
relations.

Article 42
Should the Security Council consider that measures provided for in Article 41

would be inadequate or have proved to be inadequate, it may take such action by air,
sea, or land forces as may be necessary to maintain or restore international peace and
security. Such action may include demonstrations, blockade, and other operations by
air, sea, or land forces of Members of the United Nations.

Article 43
1. All Members of the United Nations, in order to contribute to the maintenance of

international peace and security, undertake to make available to the Security Coun-
cil, on its call and in accordance with a special agreement or agreements, armed
forces, assistance, and facilities, including rights of passage, necessary for the pur-
pose of maintaining international peace and security.

. . .
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Article 47
1. There shall be established a Military Staff Committee to advise and assist the

Security Council on all questions relating to the Security Council’s military
requirements for the maintenance of international peace and security, the employ-
ment and command of forces placed at its disposal, the regulation of armaments, and
possible disarmament.

. . .

Article 51
Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or

collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United
Nations, until the Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain inter-
national peace and security. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this right
of self-defence shall be immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not in
any way affect the authority and responsibility of the Security Council under the
present Charter to take at any time such action as it deems necessary in order to
maintain or restore international peace and security.

Chapter VIII
REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS
Article 52

1. Nothing in the present Charter precludes the existence of regional arrangements
or agencies for dealing with such matters relating to the maintenance of international
peace and security as are appropriate for regional action, provided that such
arrangements or agencies and their activities are consistent with the Purposes and
Principles of the United Nations.

2. The Members of the United Nations entering into such arrangements or consti-
tuting such agencies shall make every effort to achieve pacific settlement of local
disputes through such regional arrangements or by such regional agencies before
referring them to the Security Council.

3. The Security Council shall encourage the development of pacific settlement of
local disputes through such regional arrangements or by such regional agencies
either on the initiative of the states concerned or by reference from the Security
Council.

. . .

Chapter XIV
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE
Article 92

The International Court of Justice shall be the principal judicial organ of the
United Nations. It shall function in accordance with the annexed Statute, which is
based upon the Statute of the Permanent Court of International Justice and forms an
integral part of the present Charter.

Article 93
1. All Members of the United Nations are ipso facto parties to the Statute of the

International Court of Justice.
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2. A state which is not a Member of the United Nations may become a party to the
Statute of the International Court of Justice on conditions to be determined in each
case by the General Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security Council.

Article 94
1. Each Member of the United Nations undertakes to comply with the decision of

the International Court of Justice in any case to which it is a party.
2. If any party to a case fails to perform the obligations incumbent upon it under a

judgment rendered by the Court, the other party may have recourse to the Security
Council, which may, if it deems necessary, make recommendations or decide upon
measures to be taken to give effect to the judgment.

. . .

Article 96
1. The General Assembly or the Security Council may request the International

Court of Justice to give an advisory opinion on any legal question.
2. Other organs of the United Nations and specialized agencies, which may at any

time be so authorized by the General Assembly, may also request advisory opinions
of the Court on legal questions arising within the scope of their activities.

. . .

Chapter XVI
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
Article 102

1. Every treaty and every international agreement entered into by any Member of
the United Nations after the present Charter comes into force shall as soon as
possible be registered with the Secretariat and published by it.

2. No party to any such treaty or international agreement which has not been regis-
tered in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article may invoke
that treaty or agreement before any organ of the United Nations.

. . .

Chapter XVIII
AMENDMENTS
Article 108

Amendments to the present Charter shall come into force for all Members of the
United Nations when they have been adopted by a vote of two thirds of the members
of the General Assembly and ratified in accordance with their respective constitu-
tional processes by two thirds of the Members of the United Nations, including all
the permanent members of the Security Council.

. . .

                  

Source: Yearbook of the United Nations 1998, vol. 52 (United Nations: New York,
2001)

Members of the United Nations as of 1 May 2002: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria,
Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize,
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Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon,
Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia,
Comoros, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Congo (Republic of), Costa Rica,
Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Djibouti,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany,
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Korea (North), Korea (South),
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia (Former Yugoslav Republic of), Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Micronesia, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique,
Myanmar (Burma), Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Russia, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samoa (Western), San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia,
South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syria,
Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, UK, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates,
Uruguay, USA, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

Note: In a referendum of 3 March 2002 Switzerland voted in favour of joining the
United Nations, and on 20 May 2002 East Timor’s parliament decided to join the
United Nations.

TREATY OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL COLLABORATION
AND COLLECTIVE SELF-DEFENCE AMONG WESTERN EUROPEAN
STATES (BRUSSELS TREATY)

Signed at Brussels on 17 March 1948
Entered into force on 25 August 1948
Depositary: Belgian government

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Belgium, the President of the French
Republic, President of the French Union, Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess of
Luxembourg, Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands and His Majesty the King
of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas,

Resolved
. . .


