
Colombian Paramilitaries in the United States: 
A Victim's Quest for Truth and Accountability

Date: October 28, 2009

Time: 5:30-7:00pm

Location: Goldberg Room, 
UC Berkeley Law, Boalt Hall

Main Guest Speaker: Bela Henriquez

In May 2008, Colombia extradited 15 paramilitary leaders to the United 

States to face charges for drug tra�cking. The extraditions halted the 

paramilitary commanders’ ongoing revelations, under the auspices of 

Colombia’s Justice and Peace program, about the Colombian government’s 

close relationship with paramilitaries over the last 30 years. The U.S. 

government has ignored the extraditees’ extensive human rights crimes in 

Colombia, which include the disappearance, torture, and killing of 

thousands of civilians.

 

In 2001, Bela Henriquez’s father, an environmental activist, was 

abducted and murdered by one of the extradited Colombian commanders. Ms. 

Henriquez’s struggle for justice has brought her to the United States. 

This panel will explore innovative e�orts to hold human rights abusers 

in U.S. custody accountable for their crimes. The International Human 

Rights Law Clinic (IHRLC) has partnered with Wilson Sonsini Goodrich 

Rosati and Colombian human rights organizations to use the U.S. Crime 

Victims Rights Act (CVRA) to intervene on behalf of the Henriquez family 

and other victims of paramilitary violence in U.S. prosecutions.

In 2001, paramilitary commander Hernan Giraldo forcefully disappeared and 
murdered Julio Henriquez, an environmentalist, for interfering with his drug 
tra�cking empire. Though convicted of this crime in Colombia, Giraldo’s 2008 
extradition to the U.S. for drug tra�cking blocked redress for the victims of 
one of this hemisphere’s most violent criminals. Along with 14 other extradited 
Colombian paramilitaries in U.S. custody, Giraldo may never be held accountable 
for human rights abuses.

The International Human Rights Law Clinic and Wilson, Sonsini,Goodrich & 
Rosati are using the Crime Victims Rights Act tointervene on behalf of 
Bela Henriquez, the slain environmentalist’s daughter, in the U.S. drug 
prosecution against her father’s murderer.
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